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What are stem cells?

Experts have likened stem cells to the seeds from which
the body’s many tissues grow — they are the body's
master cells.

Stem cells are extracted from the blood or other
substances using standard laboratory mathods. Doctors
then inject or infuse the concentrated cells back into the
patient.

Three types of stem cells have been identified: adult
stem cells, human embryonic stem cells and repro
grammed cells. Adult stem cells can be collected from
cord blood, bone marrow and body fat. Human embryonic
stem cells come from embryos that develop from eges
fertilised in a test wbe or another artificial environment.
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